
Artichokes
-------------------------------------------

    Artichokes are believed to have originated in the western and central
Mediterranean region. Virtually unused for centuries after the fall of the
Roman Empire, artichokes made a resurgence in Italy during the middle of
the 15th century.  Artichokes were first introduced into the U.S. by the
French in Louisiana and the Spanish in California.  Today, California is
virtually the sole U.S. producer with the majority of the crop produced in
Monterey County.  Italy leads the world in production, with 1.04 billion
pounds in 1999.   A perennial, the artichoke belongs to the Compositae, or
sunflower family, and is classified as a thistle.  It is grown for its flower
heads.

   Sold fresh, frozen, or canned, artichokes are low in fat, contain no
cholesterol, and are a good source of potassium and vitamin A.  The
artichoke heart is considered a delicacy.

   The U.S. is the world’s sixth leading producer with 113 million pounds
produced for the fresh and processing markets in 1999.

- U.S. artichokes are produced on 101 farms (1997 data).
- The farm value of the U.S. crop was $64 million in 1999.
- Domestic use was a record 195 million pounds in 1999.
- Per capita use has been rising and was 0.7 pounds in 1999.
- California accounts for all commercial artichokes grown in the U.S.
- Imports (mostly canned) accounted for 46 percent of domestic use in

1999.

   In 1999, the United States imported 87 million pounds of canned
artichokes valued at $84 million.  This was 147 percent greater than in
1990 and 345 percent larger than in 1980, reflecting rising demand. The
top sources for canned imports in 1999 include Spain (92 percent of
import volume), Italy (4 percent), and Chile (3 percent).  The U.S. imported
3.4 million pounds of fresh artichokes in 1999, down 8 percent from a year
earlier.  Nearly 90 percent of fresh artichoke imports arrive from Mexico.    
   In 1999, the United States exported 7.7 million pounds of fresh-market
artichokes valued at $3.9 million. This was up 56 percent from the
weather-affected 1998 level and was the largest fresh export volume on
record.  Major fresh export markets in 1999 included Canada (83 percent
of export volume), Japan (11 percent), and Switzerland (2 percent).

For more information on artichokes, refer to the Vegetables and
Specialties Situation and Outlook Report.

Link to the PowerPoint (.ppt) file
Link to the Excel (.xls) file

Return to the commodity selection menu
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U.S. artichokes, all uses:  Supply, uti l ization, and price, farm weight
Supply   Utilization     Season-average price

Year       Pe r    Current   Constant
Production     Imports      Total    Exports Domestic    capita    dollars      1996
     1/         2/         2/       u s e       1/  dollars 3/  

   -- Mill ion pounds --   Pounds                  - -  $/cwt --

1970 67.1 9.5 76.6           -- 76.6 0.4 10.30 35.17 
1980 79.2 19.5 98.7 4.0 94.7 0.4 34.70 60.463  
1990 111.4 36.3 147.7 6.5 141.2 0.6 29.50 34.10

1997 93.0 63.6 156.6 4.8 151.8 0.6 79.50 78.01
1998 87.3 83.6 170.9 5.0 165.9 0.6 70.60 68.47
1999 112.5 90.3 202.8 7.7 195.1 0.7 56.60 54.11

2000 f 110.0 85.0 195.0 5.2 189.8 0.7 --          -- - -
 -- = Not available.   f = ERS forecast.   1/ Source;  National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA.   2/  Source:  Bureau of the Census, U.S. 
 U.S. Dept of Commerce.  From 1978-89, exports were adjusted using Canadian import data from Statist ics Canada.   3/  Constant-dollar
 prices calculated using the GDP deflator, 1996=100.
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